North Carolina Oncology Management Society
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2009
1) Purpose: - The purpose of this scholarship program is to assist employees of NCOMS practices in becoming caregivers, professionals and leaders in cancer related fields or occupations.  

2) Administration of the NCOMS Scholarship Program – The NCOMS Scholarship Program will be administered by the following individuals and in the following way:

a) The NCOMS Scholarship Committee will consist of four NCOMS board members:

i) NCOMS Education/Scholarship Committee Chair

ii) NCOMS Vice President/President Elect
iii) NCOMS Treasurer 
iv) NCOMS Patient Advocacy Committee Chairperson 
b) If a scholarship applicant is part of the NCOMS Committee, the applicant will stand down and remaining committee members will determine scholarship distributions for that year.

c) NCOMS Scholarship distributions will be limited to a maximum of $3,000 annually.

d) In May of each year, the NCOMS Scholarship Committee will open the application process.  The membership will be notified that grant applications are being accepted.  Applications will be accepted through July 31st of each year.
e) The NCOMS Scholarship Committee will meet every year in August to review all applications for NCOMS scholarship funds. Decisions regarding scholarship recipients will also be made in August.

f) The NCOMS Scholarship Committee will have sole discretion in awarding full or partial scholarships and to how many applicants.

g) The NCOMS Scholarship Committee will also be responsible for jointly resolving any issues or questions that arise out of this process and are not specifically mentioned in this guideline.

3) Application Process – The following are the guidelines for eligibility and the application process.

a) Eligibility – The following is the eligibility criteria for applying for NCOMS Scholarship funds:

i) Employees of practices that have at least one active NCOMS member. (“Active” is defined as being current on membership dues.)

ii) High school graduates or greater that are pursuing an Associate, Bachelor or Master’s degree in a field that could benefit or promote quality cancer care. 
iii) Applicants are not limited to the number of years they can apply for financial assistance but first time applicants will receive a higher priority than repeat applicants.

b) Application procedure– All applicants should observe the following application criteria for an  NCOMS scholarship:

i) All applications for NCOMS scholarship funds should be received by the NCOMS Scholarship Committee Chair by midnight July 31st.   

ii) The application for scholarship funds should be in letter format and include the following information:

(1) Applicant name

(2) Applicant address

(3) Applicant phone number

(4) Applicant’s chosen institute of higher learning and this institute’s city & state address

(5) Applicant’s desired field of study and course for which grant is requested.
(6) Estimated date for when classes will begin for this field of study. 

(7) A short essay of no more than 100 words of why this applicant is requesting scholarship funds from NCOMS. 
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4) Scholarship Awards – The following process will be observed if or when an applicant is to awarded an NCOMS scholarship.

a) Scholarships may range from $50.00 to $1,000 and is dependent upon the number of applicants for scholarship funds and the decisions of the NCOMS Scholarship Committee.

b) All applicants will be notified during the month of August whether they will be awarded and how much they will be awarded.  This notification will be verbal and in writing.

c) Applicants who have been awarded a scholarship will receive a check once both of the following criteria have been met:
(1) Provide proof of completed course with a “C” grade or higher.

(2) Provide a copy of paid receipts equal to or greater than the awarded scholarship amount. Please provide the mailing address and contact to mail scholarship funds if the scholarship grant is to go directly to the institute of higher learning. 

d) The NCOMS Treasurer will write and mail each scholarship check within three weeks after the above information is received. 

e) Additional questions regarding the award process should be directed to the NCOMS Education and Scholarship Committee Chair.
